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Frank Dix has 
lived a life full of 
scouting, nature 


By WILTON J. JOHNSON JR. 


THE SUN HERALD 


@ OCEAN SPRINGS — Like many 
boys, Frank Dix became a Boy Scout 
when he was 12 years old. The big 
difference between Dix and other 
boys is that he turned 12 in 1920 and 
still considers himself a Boy Scout. 
That's 75 years and counting. ~ 

Dix retired from his career as a 
Boy Scout executive in 1973 but con- 
tinued until recently to serve as.a 
scout volunteer leader on the Pine 
Burr Council. During those 75 years, 
he won all of scouting’s most coveted 
awards, including Eagle and the Silver 
VET, cane 


Frances, moved to ‘the Gulf Hills area 
just north of Ocean Springs, where 
they had frequently vacationed. They 
will celebrate their 65th wedding anni- 
versary this year. 

Frances proudly points out a plaque 
given to her by Frank. It hangs on 
their den wall and says: “Frances 
Hendrick Dix. In recognition of ner 
bravery and patience for putting up 


with Frank Dix for 50 years. Septem- - 


ber 8, 1981.” 


Environmental interest 

Having been involved in scouting 
for most of his life, Dix retains a deep 
interest in nature and the environ- 
ment. That shows. in his having 


helped form the local chapter of the . 


Sierra Club. He still serves on the 
executive committee after 22 years. 

Becky Gillette, the newly elected 
chairman of the local group says, 
“He’s one of the hardest workers in 
the environmental movement and is 
revered in the scouting community.” 

Dix cites the Gulf Islands National 
Seashore and the Sand Hill Crane 
Refuge as Sierra Club victories, 

. but we lost the ‘Save The Bay’ 
battle over deep well injection (of tox- 
ic waste) by Dupont,” he said. 

His legacy of an interest in nature 
and the environment is being carried 
on by his two sons. Paul is a free- 
lance photographer who’s climbed 
North America’s highest peak, Mt. 
McKinley, and photographed fauna in 
the Antarctic Ocean. His other son, 
Keith, is. an organic farmer in the 
Amish country of Ohio and teaches 
county agents the principles and ad- 
vantages of organic farming. 

Dix remembers his first job after 
graduating from Berea College in 
Kentucky, assistant scout executive 
in an 18-county area in Arkansas. 

“One bright morning (in 1930), 200 
banks in Arkansas failed to open,” he 


recalls. The depression meant a dras- 


ty 


eer en ada 


tic Bei in scouting funds and Dix: was 
ified $100 a month — half his pre- 
pay — to stay on staff. He 
t fined, was unemployed for two 
fiths but found a job with the Boy 


Epuessed it — $100 ‘2 month. 
vancement for a Boy Scout-ex- 


Dixes have livedin 10 States. Greens- 
boro, N’C., was next —“,. .a.de- 
lightful town, and I wondered why I 
-»-” — followed by Cin- 
in 1943, as assistant to 
thet  Feaignal manager in Adknta. 


Unreccastructed Southerner 
Despite having an “unreconstruct- 
ed Southerner” in charge, the Atlanta 
office had received a grant to recruit 
more blacks into the scouting move- 
ment. Because of Dix’s success in 
that fidld in Greensboro, he was as- 
signed the grant administration. 
When he left seven years later, the 
number of black scouts had jumped 
from 2,000 to approximately 35,000 
and the number of black scout execu- 


ecuft e meant being mobile. The. 


_ Among his memories are showing a 
Tt: timmy Stewart and his wife around © 
“sand chauffeuring Norman Rockwell — 

: during a C alifornia Si cout Jamboree. 


tives had climbed from two to 25.:The - 
Atlanta region’s scouting numbers . 
had become the fastest- oe in 
the nation. 

When he rodved to Chicago, hes was * 
involved in integrating the black 


troops into what had previously been _.. 


all white districts. He only stayed 


three years because of “another i im- | 


possible boss.” 
“] was threatened more in Chicago’ 
than I was in Atlanta,” he recalled. 
Dix's next stop was as regional ex- 
ecutive in Spokane, Wash., which he 


- discovered. —-after he had accepted 


the job — was on the brink of financial 
Tuin. He recalled being told in a hotel 
room that there was no money to pay 
his staff of 14. When he arrived at the 
office the next morning, he found 
$25,000 in unpaid bills shutied 4 ina 
desk..drawer. - ‘ 

He took the eablen to a set 
volunteer leader who was an invest- 
ment banker. The banker said, “Show 
me a balanced budget and I'll get you 
the $25,000.” 

The balanced budget was soon 
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he 
under the leadership of former Sen: 


* Bill Knowland, who was also the pub-. 
lisher of the Oakland Tribune, the:San’ 


Francisco and Oakland districts were: 
+ Merged. That eliminated Dix’s job, so- 
he moved on to. the national Boy. 
Scout staff. 
~- His first assigriment was to help the: 
uth Florida fegion cope with the. 
“problem. He hired a! 
tutor’so he: could learn conversational 
and began recruiting Spanish. 
speaking. volinteer leaders. South 


Florida had 1,000 Cuban scouts when _ 
5 he left two years later for the assis- 
tant regional executive's job in Chica- 


go. He retit 


sever years. in that post. 
ee hae 2 
Many fond memories 


“Among | his-memories are showing 


"Ham: Stewart and his wife around 


‘and chauffeuring Norman Rockwell 


‘during a California Scout Jamboree. 


Hes 's also proud to have been associ: 

ated with volunteer leaders such as 
-the top executives of Sears, Cone 
~ Mills, fe aca and Vicks 


‘At the tender age of 87, with a 
fabulous Boy Scout career behind 
_ him, it’s easy'to see the link that 
Frank Dix provides between develop- 
ing boys into" ‘Young men and provid- 
ing a safe and clean environment for 
the generations to come. 


B Wilton J. Johnson Jr. is a freelance writ- 
er who lives 'n Ocean Springs. 
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